

Butte Soil and Water Conservation District
MINUTES                        BOARD MEETING                   March 16, 2017










      12:00  NOON
CALL TO ORDER:


Randy Purser
PRESENT:
Randy Purser, Mark Telford, Todd Perkes, Walt Johnson, Jesse Fullmer, NRCS, Rob Sharpnack, SCC, Chris Banks, Nat Envirothon, Jake Robertson, Pivot Track, Frances Perkes, SWCD




MINUTES:
Mark moved, Walt 2nd to approve the February 15, 2017 minutes, carried.





TREASURER’S REPORT:

2912   Payroll




$  415.19

2915   Payroll




$  406.19






2911   Butte County Extension Ag Week
$  100.00
        






2913   Madison SWCD   Div mtg meals
$    39.00





2914   Wells Fargo Credit Card

$  163.25





2916   Custer Co Extension  Red Book
$  100.00





2917   Mindy Hawley  mileage

$  129.60






2918   Idaho Envirothon  3 teams2 helpers$  680.00





Todd moved, Walt 2nd to pay the above listed bills.


ENVIROTON:
Chris Banks presented the plans for the National Envirothon.   He talked about the theme which is Rangeland.   The committee is considering an education day that would include a tour of the Craters of the Moon and or the INL.  He reviewed the budget for the event and explained the use of levels for donations.    Mark moved that BSWCD donate $5000.00, to be paid in two FY years, Walt 2nd , carried.


Butte SWCD would consider organizing lunch for tour participants and will also look into contacts for INL and the Craters.  Contact for Craters is 


Ted Stout 208 527 1330, Ted_Stout@NPS.gov and INL   
GRANDWATER DISTRICT:    
Todd introduced Jake Robertson from Pivot Track who does automatic well monitoring.  The devices cost $700 and the wire is about $4.00 a foot which varies according to the water level.   Each year the cost would be $345.   He is waiting for well levels so that he can have the wire cut to accommodate each well.  Data Collection Evaluation attached.

Mark moved for Butte SWCD to donate $3000 to pay for automated well monitors (Pivot Track methods) with the specification that the information gathered will be made public either through Butte SWCD’s web page, Walt 2nd, carried.

Jesse will look into special project money for this project.


NRCS REPORT:
LESA Special Project has been accepted.   Will announce sign up with a letter to interested parties, deadline will be about May 5th with an obligation date of July 14th.   Each project will be limited to two pivots.  Have 16 applications for EQIP which cover different projects.  Have 27 
applications for CSP.   Have had 16 appointments which last 2-3 hours each.   
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Jesse reviewed the Civil Rights document, district supervisors that were present signed it.   District Employee check and have a MOU with NRCS on file. 


Hiring freeze is affecting NRCS and their programs with staff shortage.

FISH AND WILDLIFE:
OSC Chilly Slough Grant Request was sent to the district to approve participation and District Admin signed as fiscal agent
OLD BUSINESS
MEMORANDANDUM OF AGREEMENT:  Lost River Highway District was signed.   Waiting for guidance      on monitoring.   Mindy has agreed to work on that with NRCS’s help in getting started.
DIVISION VI MTG:
Reported on Ron Abronovich’s snow condition report and stream runoff concerns, reviewed points on LESA discussed at the meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
IDEA WORKSHOP:
Walt moved, Todd 2nd for two employees to attend and Board pay for mileage, carried.
SWC:
Rob reported that our 5 Year Plan has been submitted.   There will be no fire recover dollars this year.


Board discussed having a soil health tour this fall.  NRCS has sites in mind and also some hands on demonstrational items that we could use.


Rob discussed a workshop that extension service had several educators that were good.  Will contact Brad.

All so Seasonal High Tunnels would a good tour too.   



AG IN THE CLASSROOM:
Sponsorship ($100 – 2016) Contacted elementary teachers in Mackay and Arco.   They will be receiving information from the state organization.

Told the teachers there might be scholarships available.  Donation tabled.
BUDGET FOR FY 2017  (July 2017 to June 2018)  Tabled
EXECUTIVE SESSION

                     Butte Soil and Water Conservation District may also hold an executive session pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345. 

No formal action will be taken during this session.
                                   OTHER AGENCIES
CORRESPONDENCE
MEETINGS AND TOURS
BOARD MEETING:

April 20, 2017





Walt moved, Todd 2nd to adjourn, carried.
